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Changes in the Official Rite of Audience and the
Relationship between the Qing Court and the Dalai
Lama in the Qianlong and Jiaqging Periods

Murakami, Nobuaki*

Abstract

Emperor Qianlong, a devout follower of Tibetan Buddhism, believed he was a
Bodhisattva King who bore the responsibility to protect Tibetan Buddhism. Until the end of
the eighteenth century, whenever the Zhu Zang Dachen (the high Qing imperial official to
Tibet) had an audience with the Dalai Lama, he was required to perform the rite of kowtow
in accordance with Tibetan Buddhist practices, but at the end of the eighteenth century, the
rite of kowtow was abolished. This did not change the de facto relationship between the Qing
court and Tibet, which was based on the values and traditions of Tibetan Buddhism. Even
though the rite of kowtow was no longer observed, the Qing high officials to Tibet were still
required to respect the religious authority of the Dalai Lama. However, Emperor Jiaging was
not particularly concerned about whether the Dalai Lama’s religious authority was respected
by the Qing officials. His reverence for the Dalai Lama was merely a formality. Although the
relationship between the Qing court and Tibet during Jiaqing’s rule seemed to be the same as
it had been in Qianlong’s reign, it was considerably different in nature.

Keywords: Emperor Qianlong, Emperor Jiaqing, Zhu Zang Dachen (the high imperial
official to Tibet), the Dalai Lama, Fu Kang’an
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gisureme wajirakil. te emu juwe ehe doro tucihe turgun be boolara jalin. saicungga fengsen i juwan nadaci aniya
de cohome hesei takiirame jihe feng giyanggiyiin dzang de isinjifi dalai besergen i emu adali teki. geli dalai
lama mimbe okdome fudebuki seme afabufi. kemuni alarangge. suweni tanggiit niyalma gemu hiilhi mentuhun
ofi. ereci julesi mini tacime afabuha songkoi yabuki seme onggolo akii ice doro toktobuha de musei baci jung
tang ambasa ulan ulan i dzang de jihe de icihiyame belhehe doro. jakan dalai hiibilgan besergen de tebure jalin
hesei takiiraha karacin wang. ambasa jihe ucuri de sektefun belhehe. ceni tehe eiten fe doro turgun gemu
tucibume alaha de giyanggiyiin fuhali donjiraki sere anggala. elemangga muse be wakalame tusan ci nakabumbi
seme ushandume. geli dzang de tehe juwe amban be inu ere songkoi kunduleme yabuki seme jorime afabuha.
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