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Abstract

The Tuba regime (# kB f#) encountered major problems in political and social
transition after its establishment in Zhongyuan (H1J&). The critical issue was the system of
monarchical succession. Throughout the process of establishing the primogeniture institution
during the reigns of Taizong (&5%) and Shizu (:#H), the greatest threats came from the
regime itself, including Shizu’s uncertainty about the definition of the institution and his
unconventional leadership style, and from various traditional forces that were difficult to resist.
The crown prince institution (38=), which was also in a transitional stage, was completed
during Shizu’s reign. When the Xianbei (f£5) nobles became regent-councilors of the crown
prince and assumed a dominant position in politics, Cui Hao (&%) was forced to struggle
with them. This conflict highlighted the unstable position of the crown prince. Although the
power of Prince Hoang (-F-5%&) had been growing, it was still closely monitored by Shizu.
The “Zhengping Incident” (1FFZ55¥), in which the eunuch Zongai (5%%) intervened in the
conventional succession, led to a crisis that revealed the difficulties of political and social
transition.

Keywords: Succession System, Taizhong, Shizu, Prince Hoang, Cui Hao, Zhengping
Incident

* Lo, Wen-hsin is an assistant professor in the Department of Rehabilitation at the Jen-Teh Junior College of
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