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Abstract

The records of the death times of the people of the Jin dynasty in Jianyan Yilai Xinian
Yaolu (the Chronological Record of Important Events since 1127, hereinafter referred to as
“Yaolu™) were sorted in the study. The descriptions of these people were explained and
compared with the literature of the Southern Song Dynasty and the Jin Dynasty in order to
identify the differences among them. The causes of the differences were also discussed. Most
of the records in Yaolu relates to the important figures in the political world of the Jin Dynasty,
due perhaps to Li Xinchuan’s motive to record the important political events of the Jin Dynasty.
There are various narrative styles in Yaolu, which shows that its author had different levels of
understanding of individual incidents. Compared with the history books of the Southern Song
Dynasty, Yaolu has the most records about the death times of the Jin people, and it contains
the most articles corresponding to Jinshi. Therefore, Yaolu has the most articles with the top
guality among all the Southern Song Dynasty history books. Based on further analysis, Yaolu
played an essential role in the transmission of the incidents of the Jin Dynasty among the
history books of the Southern Song Dynasty and became the basis of later history books of the
Southern Song Dynasty because its author was able to widely adopt the descriptions made by
former scholars and select the ones which were closer to the facts. Although many articles are
correct in Yaolu, there are still problems of obscure passages, errors, and omissions. The causes
of these problems should be related to the limited literature that Li Xinchuan could refer to,
and the literature referred to by Li Xinchuan could not help him to write precise articles.
Finally, considering the influence of references on Yaolu, the challenge for Yaolu to correctly
record the death times of the Jin people was caused by the indirect transmission of the incidents
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of the Jin people of the Southern Song dynasty, and the political barriers between the sources
of Yaolu and the political field of the Jin dynasty.

Keywords: Jianyan Yilai Xinian Yaolu, history books of the Southern Song dynasty,
records of the Jin dynasty, time of death, transmission of literature
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