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Weighing up Judicial Independence and National
Security: Reviewing the Otsu Incident in the Meiji
Period

Su, Jun-bin*
Abstract

The Otsu case was a failed assassination in the Meiji period. Thirteen years before
the Russo-Japanese War, when the Crown Prince of Russia, Nikolai II Aleksandrovich
Romanov, visited Japan, a Japanese police officer, Tsuda Sanzo, attempted to kill him in
Otsu city near Lake Biwa. Facing the Russian Empire, both the Japanese government and
people had a great fear of reprisals. Many powerful politicians in the Meiji government
even pressed the court to have the assassin with high treason and punish by death. However,
because there was no legal basis, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Judicature

( Dai-shin Ing ) , Kojima Korekata, denied the government’s pressure and insisted that
the criminal should be charged with attempted murder for attacking Prince Nikolai. He
also tried to persuade the handling justices to protect the judiciary from political influence.
This case became an arguable issue of judicial independence and national security under
the Meiji Constitution. This paper intends to study the Otsu incident and the trial from the
legal and historical views.

Keywords: Meiji, Otsu, High Treason, the Supreme Court, the Japan-Russia Relations
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