i (S 4 fre B4F) L8
2021 & 12 * » F 1-45
15\314-k§}ﬁ‘{§/;‘5

"p¥LRE, T

B

# &

RAZ~ZA+FEZELLRERNEFE AT REARCEEFL G £ —
BoBATUABRRO UAFARE | WHL e HERREFLHRREIEN
W e

HEAFELENBRERE BB E  RABBRLENARNGERTZ AT
Re—EEARE - RRRMERBRSZHANRLZ  MAXERRA-EELENET - FF
Pl 7T DL 1 — M ROR A9 IRJE o

AR LA EFEF LA AZEB 2T ERBNRE LB ERGHEE: 2T
ML EBRENBARENTA  MAREEN —BHERARBE  UBKEALNE LT
MoEMEBEHNEZ+FARBUF LT L BANTRT % -

EEFREFLEG L A —EARQCERTH AXNAFBE—MUAELTR
ERREREBEEINNE - BHAR AL TG o3 EEH K oy 247 E N4
THEAZE -MAFEZRECLZ R BRELZ T BEBHARINEBRTRER -

RARBIER XXM NBE TR X FEHRA AR ZAER TREELHE
MELERA  EARRRS B G BLERTREERXBEE - b T TRA F A
EWEE - ERFEELERANAENARE  FZFMETUGAG  BLE LR
THEE—ERRT » KT R/FLERH—FER -

WGt s B A~ AR AN - BRI

A2 A PP Aar2021 & 100 2930 PR AHAEFLE (BN TRAAS ¢ WL Y
FEPF ) REEEEEE Y F AL AT A S BT EA 2021 £ 12 0 BiAan (4 e
FE) $61H2 (AL E) $32855 4 -

T EERELHETFL TR R



Cheng Kung Journal of Historical Studies
Vol. 61, December 2021, pp. 1-45
Department of History, National Cheng Kung University

The Methodology of the Study of Everyday L.ife
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Abstract

The study of everyday life has emerged as a burgeoning academic field in the past two
decades. | consider this subject as part and parcel of new social history that is based on the
everyday lives of ordinary people.

The recognition of the history of everyday life by academic historians is linked to the
process of democratization. It reflects the deepest and most neglected aspects of people in a
nation and region. It can therefore be regarded as the foundation of a nation.

Thus, the study of everyday life requires a holistic viewpoint to avoid triviality and to
construct a comprehensive picture based on the organic linkages in real life. These two points
are the main methodology of new social history proposed thirty years ago.

This article further advance one key concept that has yet to be fully elaborated when we
first advocated new social history. The commonsense of going beneath the surface is not self-
evident. It requires in-depth reading of classics, effective methodology, and sober wisdom to
put it into practice.

Historians need to understand their research subjects and use their instinct to achieve
insight in addition to empirical study of objects and archives. Only then can we conduct
meaningful research that vividly combines both the manifest and latent aspects of historical
reconstruction. This is a great task for all the domains of historiography and cannot be summed
up in a few words. The study of everyday life can be seen as a laboratory for innovative
historical research.

Keywords: new social history, history of everyday life, historical insight, apperception
and intuition
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