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The Role of Fu Xi in Tokugawa Thought
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Abstract

The legend of Fu Xi spread into Japan in ancient time, it has been recorded in various
Japanese sources, commonly regarded as a political model or the creator of the Yijing.
Following the rise of Confucianism and Chinese studies in the Tokugawa period
(1603-1868), Fu Xi was mentioned more frequently in the writings of Tokugawa
intellectuals. Based on primary sources, this paper examines the role of Fu Xi in Tokugawa
thought, highlighting the ways that Tokugawa scholars used Fu Xi to expound their own
views. Fu Xi had a lesser impact on the religion and culture in Tokugawa period, because of
it would not be regarded as folk religion and no temples were build for Fu Xi. The legend of
Fu Xi had little interaction with Japanese indigenous religions. It was not an important
source of inspiration for Tokugawa art and culture. Fu Xi was not featured in Tokugawa
drama and literature. Rather Fu Xi played a more significant role in Tokugawa thought.
Japanese confucians praised his contribution to the transmission of the Way (daotong) and
Yijing scholarship. Scholars of the Zhuxi school, kogaku, Wang Yangming school and
Sekimon-shingaku used Fu Xi to support their own ideas through the discourse of daotong.
Other schools of thought and theology such as kokugaku, Shinto, Buddhism and military
strategy also discussed Fu Xi from their own perspectives. Fu Xi was not only a cultural
symbol, but also a building block for Tokugawa intellectuals to construct their own system
of thought.

Keywords: Fu Xi, Tokugawa, Confucianism, transmission of the Way, Yijing
scholarship
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