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Reflections on Indianization in Ancient Southeast
Asia—Cham Culture and Animism

Huang, Po-chi*
Abstract

Using ancient Champa as an example, this paper investigates on issues related to
Indianization of Southeast Asia in pre-modern times. Champa is a general term for the polities
organized by Austronesian-speaking people along the central and southern coast of Vietnam in
ancient times. Because of its geographical location, Champa had been exposed to the
influence of foreign cultures. Among others, Indian cultural expansion in Champa was most
visible. The term “Indianization” is coined by Coedés to denote the widespread transmission
of Indian culture mainly Hinduism and Buddhism in many parts of Southeast Asia. Champa is
one of the most outstanding examples of Indianization in this area. Paul Mus employed
Champa to depict the overall situation of Indianization. He used “animism” to expound the
indigenous religious cults in Champa and argued that animism is a pan-Asian phenomenon
which makes harmonious synthesis between Indian and indigenous cults in Champa possible.
For him, animism contributed immensely to the long-term and fruitful cultural dialogue
between these two different religious areas. However, can animism adequately explain
indigenous cults of Chams? | argue that animism is a reductionist way of grasping indigenous
cultures. For Champa, we should start with “maritime nomadism™ rather than animism in
general.

Keywords: Champa, maritime nomadism, Indianization, animism, reductionism

* Professor of Graduate Institute of Religious Studies and Researcher of Research Center for Chinese Cultural
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{8 (Max Weber, 1864-1920) {£&75 " e MRZN —MRF B0 I - IREITEE ¢
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[EIHY B8 A 2 R BRI g B — T [RIME - SB[ B Bh A48 e AR A 40 SR i B 3 P
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1 M. Weber, Hans Gerth and Don Martindale trans., The Religion of India: The Sociology of Hinduism and
Buddhism (Glencoe: Free Press, 1958), p. 329.
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FEETEHERAED (Vijaya) Ry KGR TERBESS KE AN 2 1% > BUREEG DL - (HE
TURNE > BILE 1832 e 2 TR S A —E¥EE TR AR - I R4ER
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2P E R o Fp T W Rhys Davids and J. E. Carpenter eds., Digha Nikaya: Vol, (London: Pali Text Somety
1890-1911), p. 111. %R (L &) : Tpeid s » 54 a8 % DR B o B RN s B
T Oo(EPEE) (er (AR ALY F1LP > LR 3 ?{é’]rm’19241935)’ T 9% § ko &
v Ak IR RIFE L F AL Hpgda: TR g LR 22 edP R s g 2L
SRR AL > BEIR G L F —',é-ﬁ iR ;;ru ’zﬁ..f%é/);’awspa&fi AFPEFPTHRDIR - &2 hd
. n“’r’«ﬁ«’*'it;%iyf ‘E"Ezmiaf“"s*rf""’p" FHE~x= ):{,z, Fi CREE S~ BOR DT i

)

BArBLE o R P EE-BrRAFERD RSP O EEF o & lan Glover and Nguyen Kim
Dung, “Exca\/atlons at Go C4m, Quang Nam, 2000-3; Linyi and the Emergence of the Cham Kingdoms,” in
Bruce Lockhart and Tran Ky Phuong, eds., The Cham of Vietham: History, Society and Art (Singapore: National
University of Singapore Press, 2011), pp. 54-56. ™ < § B ¢ # ¥ 3ik{osa)s 2 i il Rap i Ko W
Taylor; “The Early Kingdoms,” in N. Tarling, ed., The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia: Volume 1, From
Early Times to C.1800 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992), pp. 137-182. 12 2 K. Hall, “Economic
History of Early Southeast Asia,” in N. Tarling, ed., The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia: Volume 1, From
Early Times to C.1800 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992), pp. 252-260.
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Vietnam,” in Binh Té Huynh, eds., Proceedings of the Seminar on Champa (California: Southeast Asia
Communlty Resource Center, 1994), pp. 53-64.
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H 3 B tRewedd o ARa o BEAR — FTRER L 7 i’ ?ORErE e g R TAEH 2 b Fwel - 2 TS R
- B0 AR > s 2 1AL ¢ B RETLe R T RisToil (patrlmonlal bureaucracy) - & 4t — 3\ 5 %k ¥ A
& ¢ waEdpo L O. W. Wolters, History, Culture and Region in Southeast Asian Perspectives (Ithaca: Cornell
University Press, 1999), p. 24. @@ a8 ¢ WY St F 7 ad s 27)B 8 & $5)0igs > FlH woand 4
ﬁmab&i)” MopFURFE? AR o EEG 2 Fﬂ'ﬁ x> e*i’éf ”ﬁﬁ%ﬁf@ FLIEI A UFE o P RLF R
* o &F*,’ff BRO-LERIP S > Fhed B F 5 l?v?]l%F : vﬁ?“%« vé,%‘etF"J ENCIE X RXCE )
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5 KW, Taylor “The Early Kingdoms,” p. 153. 7= & A. Reid, Charting the Shape of Early Modern Southeast
Asia (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 2000), pp. 39-53.

6 B d4pd BT 2B T. Quach-Langlet, “The Geographical Setting of Ancient Champa.” in Dinh Té
Huynh, eds., Proceedings of the Seminar on Champa (California: Southeast Asia Community Resource Center,
1994), pp. 21-42.

" K. W. Taylor, “The Early Kingdoms,” p. 153.
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8 4 mM B ;‘i‘t_l ke Frdel ;‘;5;% g2 v g > L K. Hall, “Economic History of Early Southeast Asia,” pp.
252-260. fit Arffchih b ppde gy B b R 2R 2 8 0 @ LRt RUs 2 R B A L 2
5J¢§3~F&411Mr~hra 22 2 FE3 R R PAE o

O Ty b B AR B R ﬁ%ﬂﬂt“ REHIBREEA G I% EOERTE R o b A LAk 2 *}?ﬂf«]*: ERE ]
B % > PR 2 R A PR IR E L A HA R :’a";*s;h— TR o F A E A P RE AR B
A TRD R FARE BREY KA HRENE R A L B “\%Jﬁiﬁ/‘*“ EEE SR R
PRES EEEROEL £ 298 A& 5 R4 gvk<L 2% - 2 A Reid, Charting the Shape of
Early Modern Southeast Asia, p. 40.

10 K. W. Taylor, “The Early Kingdoms,” pp. 153-154. = - V. Lieberman, Strange Parallels: Southeast Asia
in Global Context, ¢. 800-1830: Integration on the Mainland (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003),

349-351.
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w—3% F % (Phan- Rang Phan Ri) 2 & 4% (Panduranga) B FEAE Z0 EE Rhv i%.
(Kauthara) » # #6 » + 8 % PARAL 5 t @ = B2 & 74 - ; 2L Po Dharma, Le Panduranga (Campa),
1802-1835: Ses rapports avec le Vietnam, Vol. 1 (Pans Ecole frangaise d’Extréme-Orient, 1987), p. 56.

12 K. Hall, “Economic History of Early Southeast Asia,” pp. 252-254.
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14 8 G. Coedés, H. M. Wright. trans., The Making of South East Asia (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of
California Press, 1966). = & G. Coedeés, S. Cowing trans., The Indianized States of Southeast Asia (Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 1968).
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16 G. Coedés, S. Cowing trans., The Indianized States of Southeast Asia, pp. 15-16.

17 4@ C. Jacques, Etudes Epigraphiques sur le Pays Cham (Paris: Presses de 1’Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient,
1995), pp. 5, 50, 54, 56, 110, 120, 269.

18 |, W. Mabbett, “Buddhism in Champa,” in D. Marr and A. C Milner, eds., Southeast Asia in the 9" to 14t
Centuries (Singapore: Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, 1986), pp. 289-313.
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California Press, 2002), pp. 365-366.

2 v Coedés 4320 ¢ RN ehe CgEEAN T MARF IR H c BEE ARG FRAAEY
< it - ; &L Coedés, S. Cowing trans., The Indianized States of Southeast Asia, p. 34. ™ F #7237 4B f§
CER o e B 2 hde o P HEER AR LB AT oo

144



(F+ L HEF) §1 -5

o P HE L BLiBE L RS hE%ﬂTﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ‘l‘%ﬁﬁiﬂ  HEIE T8
J:%E?F EljgiEE E@TT/!J: % T — BRI TT N ER DU T - HEEi A T
IREL B B ] EH 75 A -

TINWFN

2 -Mus$td B2 R BR3P HIRE 2

-gg
(‘%‘-

SR ao A S Bl B BN B SR B bR RO B ARV AC RiRIE 2 75 fe— {8 8 = Al
Ak BRI > AL AT 3 G e T R Y B AR SE R o o sh P Ry S B R E R EUA SR A
FERIL - A6H DR ZTEBRIGER G ZoUE - A AN BB S ESUEBUEZ S MIJE
SRR - LHEFBEEIE GBS UE E HEENHL - (HEE el A S M EEE L
BN  SEEIEBERBOR KB BIRE - BRIt —RIE > (8 A AR e
HASHEmEe > M ARE A IR REfE BRE T & f s N A& & - 2 {E#F]Z Paul Mus
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23 po Dharma, Quatre lexiques malais-cam anciens (Paris: Presses de I’Ecole frangaise d’Extréme-Orient, 1999),
p. 7.

24 J. G. de Casparis, and 1. W. Mabbett, “Religion and Popular Beliefs of Southeast Asia before c. 1500” in N.
Tarling, ed., The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia: Volume 1, From Early Times to C.1800 (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1992), pp. 281-282.

% paul Mus, “Cultes indiens et indigénes au Champa,” Bulletin de I’Ecole Francaise d Extréme-Orient, Tome 33
1933, pp. 367-410. #% < sz & & 7| : Paul Mus, L’Inde Vu de l’est: Cultes indiens et indigenes au Champa.
(Hanoi: Impr. d'Extréme-Orient, 1934). # < % % P. Mus, I. W. Mabbett trans., India Seen from the East:
Indian and Indigenous Cults in Champa (Melbourne: Monash University Press, 1975).
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2 P, Mus, I. W. Mabbett trans., India Seen from the East: Indian and Indigenous Cults in Champa, p. 9.

27 P, Mus, I. W. Mabbett trans., India Seen from the East: Indian and Indigenous Cults in Champa, p. 11.

28 P, Mus, I. W. Mabbett trans., India Seen from the East: Indian and Indigenous Cults in Champa, pp. 12-14.
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31 P, Mus, I. W. Mabbett trans., India Seen from the East: Indian and Indigenous Cults in Champa, pp. 15-16.
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