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Abstract

This paper uses official documents from the Office of the Governor General of
Taiwan to examine the situation in Taiwan at the time imperial Japan began its
colonial rule. It focuses on two players: firstly, local administrative authorities in the
Tainan City region, such as the Civil Affairs Department, Taiwan Division and the
Anping branch office; secondly, some Taiwanese local elites in local administrative
organizations such as the members of the Taiwanese Affairs Committee and the
Peace Keeping Society, as well as the six villages in Anping. This paper suggests that
structure for the local administration at the times was not provided by the
administration at upper levels, nor was it solid. It was rather influenced by
Taiwanese elites and was ever changing. In addition, through a close scrutiny of
documents handwritten by these Taiwanese local elites, this paper delineates the

autonomous actions and self-consciousness of the Taiwanese society in Tainan City
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during the period under review.

Keywords: colonial local administration, Taiwanese local elites, local society in

Tainan, Governor General of Taiwan’s official documents
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