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A Discussion of Zheng Dexiu’s Position of Annual
Tribute Dispute in the Jiading Period

Cheng Cheng-liang*
Abstract

Zheng Dexiu’s position of annual tribute was temperate in the early period of
Jiading, but he prefered to advocate war with Jurchen in 1214 A.D. Scholars often
observed that Zheng Dexiu was conflicted with Shi Miyuan but ingnored their
common ground in that time.

This essay attempts to explain that Zheng and Shi both worried about the rise of
Mongolia in north China and regarded the situation of Song-Jin as the foundation of
the situation of Song with Mongolia in the future. The cause of the difference
between Zheng and Shi was that Zheng considered Jurchen coming to an end
immediately, and so Song should be more active. Therefore’ Zheng criticized any
objection to his viewpoint as stealing the day of ease.

According to the frontier defenses’ Zheng’s opions perhaps were not practicable
but Shi Miyuan still valued that. It reflected that these different political opinions
survived together in that time. Thus Shi Miyuan still effectively controlled public

opinions in the period of Jiading.
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