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Abstract

This paper examines how Daniel Defoe's (1660-1731) religious beliefs have shaped his
view of history. Defoe believed that the course of human history manifested God's will,
drawing from the Old Testament and the history of the Christian Church. The first section
reviews existing research on Defoe's religious thought. The second section discusses Defoe’s
admiration for the Phoenicians' achievements in navigation and trade, paralleling 18th-century
England. He sees both groups to be fulfilling God's will to spread His gifts worldwide,
suggesting God can use the accomplishments of pagan nations to benefit Christian nations.
The third section highlights Moses and the Hebrews, who received writing directly from God,
confirming their status as the chosen people. Defoe saw England, influenced by Judeo-
Christianity, as inheriting strengths from the Hebrews and the Phoenicians without repeating
their mistakes. Defoe explores the topic of God's favor towards the English people. In the
fourth section, by pointing out the flourishing wool industry in England. He sees this as a clear
sign of divine benevolence, indicating that God is favorably disposed toward the nation. The
fifth section argues that Defoe asserted that the Glorious Revolution aligned perfectly with
God's will, primarily due to England's steadfast commitment to Protestantism. The sixth
section concludes and suggests future research directions.

Keywords: Daniel Defoe (1660-1731), English Reformation, History of England,
Protestantism, Providence
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! Katherine Clark, Daniel Defoe: The Whole Frame of Nature, Time, and Providence (Basingstoke: Palgrave,
2007), p. 163.

2 Katherine Clark, Daniel Defoe, p. 176.

3 Robert James Merrett, Daniel Defoe: Contrarian (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2013), p. 92.

4 Paula R. Backscheider, Daniel Defoe: Ambition & Innovation (Lexington, KY: University Press of Kentucky,
1986), p. 83.

5 Paula R. Backscheider, Daniel Defoe: Ambition & Innovation, p. 110.
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6 Francis Bacon, The Essays, or Councils, Civil and Moral, of Sir Francis Bacon, Lord Verulam, Viscount St.
Alban. With a Table of the Colours of Good and Evil and A Discourse of the Wisdom of the Ancients (London:
H. Herringman, 1696), pp. 74, 77.

" Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements (1725-26), in P. N. Furbank, ed., Writings on
Travel, Discovery and History by Daniel Defoe, Vol. 4 (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2001), p. 79.

8 Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements (1725-26), p. 70.

9 Katherine Clark, Daniel Defoe: The Whole Frame of Nature, Time, and Providence, p. 163.
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AFeFEE AT [Efi — i (Nebuchadnezzar Il » ¢.642 B.C.-562 B.C.) EHGnfFE([[ A K
W ATIERR > EMEFAE AR - Nafm e ER - MR s HErIE
fa o AR FRE R (E R RE FESE o MRS ERIER T REAEmE , (the
Authors of Commerce ) - ff{FIEL S J7 {H S fttgm B AT B S e Els FEPHEE S - I
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10 Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements (1725-26), p. 70.

11 Pierre-Daniel Huet, The History of the Commerce and Navigation of the Ancients (London: B. Lintot and W.
Mears, 1717), pp. 16-17.

12 Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements, p. 68. & 4&i#4p 414 2 A3 ¢ £ & L5
P ¥ gfT endy & 54 > B Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements (1725-26), p.
46.

Bogtp HAd - £ o

14 Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements (1725-26), p. 68.
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15 Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements (1725-26), p. 77.
16 Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements (1725-26), p. 78.
7 Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements (1725-26), p. 60.
18 Katherine Clark, Daniel Defoe, p. 168.
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19 Societies for the Reformation of Manners, Proposals for a National Reformation, of Manners: Humbly Offered
to the Consideration of Our Magistrates & Clergy (London: John Dunton, 1694), p. 8.

20 John Howe, A Sermon Preach’d Febr. 14. 1698. And Now Publish’d, at the Request of the Societies for
Reformation of Manners in London and Westminster (London: S. Bridge, 1698), pp. 29-30. B *>-+ = &' % &
Rz Hk= }I?% ¢ :Ifr? forer e R 3 5lanid s £ A Alexandra Walsham, Providence in Early
Modern England (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 290-298.

2 Daniel Defoe, An Essay upon Literature (1726), p. 235.

22 Daniel Defoe, A System of Magick (1727), in Peter Elmer, ed., Satire, Fantasy and Writings on the Supernatural,
Vol. 7 (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2003), p. 157.
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23 P. N. Furbank, “Introduction,” in P. N. Furbank, ed., Writings on Travel, Discovery and History by Daniel Defoe,
Vol. 4 (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2001), p. iii.

24 Daniel Defoe, A Plan of the English Commerce (1728), in John McVeagh, ed., Political and Economic Writings
of Daniel Defoe, Vol. 7 (London: Pickering & Chatto, 2000), p. 185.

% Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements, p. 72.

2 \Warren C. Scoville, “Minority Migrations and the Diffusion of Technology”, The Journal of Economic History,
Vol. 11, No. 4, 1951, pp. 350-351; William J. Ashworth, The Industrial Revolution: The State, Knowledge and
Global Trade (London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2017), pp. 47-48.
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27 Dmitri Levitin, “John Spencer’s De Legibus Hebraeorum (1683-85) and ‘Enlightened’ Sacred History: A New
Interpretation,” Journal of the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, Vol. 76, No. 1, 2013, p. 58.

28 Daniel Defoe, An Essay upon Literature (1726), p. 251.

2 Daniel Defoe, A General History of Discoveries and Improvements (1725-26), p. 80.

30 Walter Raleigh, The History of the World (London: Walter Burre, 1614), pp. 318-320.

31 Daniel Defoe, An Essay upon Literature (1726), p. 253.
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32 Daniel Defoe, An Essay upon Literature (1726), p. 251.
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