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Initiative research on the Christianism introduction
and development in Vietnam during 16-18 centuries

Nguyen Huu Tam”

Abstract

From the beginning of 15 century, European merchands have come to
Vietnam for trading, while the christian missionaries also followed them.
According to ancient materials, a missionary named IGNETIO in the First year of
Nguyen Hoa during King Le Trang Tong’sreign (1533) came by sealine to the
district of Nam Chan (now Nam Truc) and some villages of the Giao Thuy
district. From that time, missionaries continued their works in the centre of
Vietnam like Thanh Hoa province, in the Southern Centre like Da Nang City —
But until the end of 16 century, the Christianism preaching did not progress
much, it must be in the 17 and at the end of 18 centuries this work appeared to
develop strongly.

Despite the Christiamism prohibition policies done in turn by the Le and
Trinh authority in the North and that of Nguyen sovereigns in the South, the
missionaries’ works still gained certain successes due to their active agitations.

During the process of Christianism preaching, conflicts have appeared
between missionaries with feudal authorities both in the North and in the South,
this even led to missionary massacre. Its reason is that christianism did not
respect the indigenous people’s customs and habits as well as their belief of

ancestors” worship. Otherwise the missionaries have done much deep
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interventions to political domain of Vietnam interior authority while pushing up
the religieous propagation effects.

Keywords : 17 century, 18 century, Great Viet, Christianism propagation,
National letter



