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For whatever reasons - and these have been the subject of speculation
from that time to the present - to make his reign known throughout the sea
lanes and all the countries on their shores, to tell all of them that he was now
the legitimate ruler of China, and to invite their rulers to visit his court to
offer tribute in the old Chinese pattern of interstate relations. (F. W. Mote)’
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Zheng He's travels led him nowhere near any state that could have
opened a second front against Timur. In summary, the connection
between the Zheng He expeditions and Timur's abortive invasion of
China is non-existent. (Morris Rossabi)*°
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The last grand-Khan of the Mongols, died on his way to Tibet in 1634,

his son Ejei surrendered to the Manchu and gave the Imperial Seal of the
Yuan Emperor to Hong Taiji ( &Ny ) .
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The ships carried soldiers, cannons, all the means of making war,
but their purpose was not to engage in warlike activities.”
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The period of Timurid government in Iran extends from 1405 to 1507.
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"Under his rule (1409-1447), it remained a coherent dominion of

considerable extent in central Asia and the Near East.”
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[Sultan Muhammad Tughlug, Delhi in India] "I have expressly sent for
you to go as my ambassador to the king of China, for I know your love
of travel and sightseeing™”. ...... He then provided me with everything I
required......!*> The king of China had sent to the Sultan a hundred
mamluks and slave girls, five hundred pieces of velvet cloth,
including a hundred of those which are manufactured in the city of
Zaitun [Quanzhou] ...... He [Sultan Muhammad Tughluqg] requited his
present with an even richer one - a hundred thoroughbred horses
saddled and bridled, a hundred male slaves, a hundred Hindu singing
- and dancing - girls, a hundred pieces of bairami cloth, which are
made of cotton and are unequalled in beauty ...... a thousand horsemen
to escort us to the port of embarkation, and we were accompanied by
the ambassadors of the king of China, fifteen in number, the chief of
whom was called Tursi, along with their servants, about a hundred
men. ...... Our Journey began on the 17th of Safar 43[22 July 1342].*°
(P - = lqgﬂl E‘—:§I>> ggéut f\_qﬁ\‘ I ﬁ;gﬂg’/ =X JEIQ/}ETLW‘ 1342 & > q[|
ﬁ%%ﬁ’wWW@?@’wﬂuﬁig 17 FLE B FIRERERE F
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15 |bn Batuta 1304-1377. The travels of 1bn Battuta A.D 1325-1354. Vol. 111 / translated
with revisions and notes by C. Defremery and B.R. Sanguinetti. Cambridge: The
Hakluyt Society, Cambridge University Press 1971. pp.767.

1% |bn Batuta, 1304-1377. The travels of lbn Battuta A.D 1325-1354. Vol. IV / translated
with revisions and notes by C. Defremery and B.R. Sanguinetti. Cambridge: The Hakluyt
Society, Cambridge University Press 1994. pp.773.
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(Narrative of the embassy of Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo to the court of Timour,
at Samarcand, AD 1403-6) F'& b (1750 f{ay ﬂjﬁ Eﬂgfjf[l”iéj%‘rﬁﬁﬂzr“
1403-6) -
[1403] One of the Meerzas of the lord [Timur] came and said to the
ambassador of Cathay, that the lord had ordered that those who were
ambassadors from the king of Spain, his son and friend, should sit
above him; and that he who was the ambassador from a thief and a

bad man, his enemy, should sit below them.[1]
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4% (Embassy sent by Shah Rukh, son of Timur, to Beijing) - &R ()
e RS [ LCEE P
[A Persian Embassy to China] The embassy embraced representatives
not only of Shah Rukh himself but of several princes of his family
governing different provinces of the empirefounded by Timur. ...... The
party left Herat, the capital of Shah Rukh, on the 16th of Dhulgadah
A H. 822 (4th December 1419), and proceeded via Balkh to
Samarkand. The envoys of Mirza Olugh Beg (the astronomer, and
eldest son of Shah Rukh),'** who governed there, had already
started ...... the whole party left Samarkand on the 10th Safar 823
(25th February 1420) ......'%2
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121 Gonzalez de Clavijo, Ruy. Narrative of the embassy of Ruy Gonzalez de Clavijo to the
court of Timour, at Samarcand, AD 1403-6. tr. with notes, by Clements R. Markham.
New York: Burt Franklin, 1964. pp.134.

122 Nakkash, Khwaja Ghaiassuddin. A Persian Embassy to China. Yule, Henry, Sir, 1820-
1889. Cathay and the way thither Vol. I: being a collection of medieval notices of hina.
London : Hakluyt Society. New edition / revised throughout in the light of recent
discoveries by H. Cordier. 1915. pp.271
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A Real Reason for the Greatest Puzzle —
the Secret of Zheng He's Voyage

Hsiao, Hung-Te"

Abstract

There are several explanations of the original chief motive for the
expeditions of Admiral Zheng He. In this thesis | put forward an entirely new
theory. Zheng He's voyage, | argue, included a secret military mission, and
fifty-two considerations are used to support my interpretation.

Relevant Chinese classical books of the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties
carry implications of Sinocenterism, prejudice, territorialism, and a confusion
between tribute and trade, which often distort the reality of history. My thesis
uses resources from different countries to appraise historical works and
ocumentations from the Ming Dynasty and early Qing Dynasty, in order to
analyze the real situation of international relations in the early Ming Period.
I summarize my conclusions below:

The original chief motive of Admiral Zheng He's voyage was a military
alliance with the Timur Empire for the purpose of destroying "the North
Yuan" - the Tartar and Oirot empires. The whole of records about Hormuz in
the Mingshilu ( fF87é&) represent the Timur Empire. For example:

[1421] The ambassadors of 16 countries including Hormuz and so on
retuened to their countries, the money and Imperial Memoranda were
bestowed. Grand Eunuch Zheng He and others were dispatched to

take Imperial Proclamations and in addition luxurious clothes, cotton

* Ph. D. Student in College of Asia and the Pacific, Australian National University
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cloths, silks and other things for granting to Kings. Thus Zheng He
and ambassadors went together.

Keywords:
Zheng He; Ming Dynasty; Timur Empire; Mongolia;
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